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Refer a Friend, 
Earn Some Cash
Help spread the word 
about the Credit 
Union to a NU staff 
member, student or 
one of your family 
members and you 
could earn $5 for 
each of them who 
joins. Simply print 
the Member Referral 
Coupon found in the 
special offers section 
of www.nufcu.org 
and give it to a poten-
tial member. If they 
present the coupon 
when they open their 
account, you’ll each 
get $5 deposited into 
your accounts. 

Save Money On Your 
Next Vehicle Purchase 
Before you set foot on the lot, get pre-
approved for a vehicle loan at University of 
Nebraska Federal Credit Union. 

Vice President of Member Services, Monte 
Dickson advises, “Getting preapproved for 
an auto, motorcycle or boat loan can save 
you time and money. You can qualify for 
a great interest rate while working with 
people you know and trust. We will help 
you determine how much to expect for 
your trade in and if the auto you are buying 
is fairly priced.”  

We also have pricing guides, articles, 
negotiating techniques and more - all 
designed to help you be more comfortable 
and knowledgeable when you are ready to 
purchase your next vehicle.

Getting preapproved is a big advantage, 
as it shows that you’re a serious buyer. It 
also removes the pressure of negotiating 
financing contracts at the dealership, and 
allows you to focus your attention on find-
ing the right vehicle at the best price.

Members can get preapproved by calling 
402-472-2087 and asking to speak to a loan 
officer or by making an appointment at the 
credit union. 

The credit union also offers great prices 
on optional 
protection 
services for 
your new 
vehicle includ-
ing: extended 
warranties, 
gap insurance 
and disability 
insurance. 

Join Us For Your Annual 
Meeting on April 12, 2011
Join your 
fellow credit 
union mem-
bers for the 
credit union’s 
73rd Annual 
Meeting.

The meeting is an occasion for management 
and elected officials to report to you, our 
owners. It’s an opportunity for you to learn 
more about the credit union’s plans for the 
future, financial position, products, services 
and business goals. You will also be able to 
meet face-to-face with the staff and volun-
teers who run your credit union. 

This year’s Annual Meeting will be held 
Tuesday, April 12, 2011, at the UNL East  
Campus Union. Join us from 6:00 - 8:00 
p.m. for dinner,          
followed by a 
business  meet-
ing and a live 
performance 
from the UNL 
Bathtub Dogs. 

At the close of the event, we will be an-
nouncing the winners of the Board of Direc-
tors’ elections and giving out some great 
door prizes. There is no charge to attend the 
Annual Meeting but reservations are re-
quired. Reserve your seat by calling 402-472-
2087 or register online at www.nufcu.org. 

If you can’t make it to the meeting, be sure 
to take time to vote for your new Board of 
Directors. Election times, candidate bios and 
voting procedures can all be found at www.
nufcu.org. Voting times can also be found in 
the events calendar inside this newsletter.



Plan For It!

Eleven Common Estate Planning Myths

I’m too poor to need an 
estate plan. Not if you care 
about what happens to your 
assets. If you don’t do it, the 
state determines what hap-
pens to what you own. And 
everyone who is a legal adult 
needs a Durable Power of 
Attorney, Health Care Power 
of Attorney, and Living Will, 
important parts of any estate 
plan.

I’m too young for an es-
tate plan. If you’ve passed 
your 19th birthday in Nebras-
ka, you are an adult and you 
need an estate plan.

I’m too busy to do an 
estate plan. Estate planning 
doesn’t have to take a lot of 
time. The simpler your situa-
tion, the less time it will take. 

Estate planning costs a 
lot of money. While true 
in cases with complicated 
issues, for most of us, spend-
ing money to put an estate 
plan in place is money well-
spent.

Having a will avoids pro-
bate. Only one part of a 
total estate plan, a will must 
still go through probate to 
be carried out. A will guides 
court decisions about trans-
ferring property ownership, 
appointing guardians for 
minor children, and appoint-
ing an administrator. Without 
a will, state law and the court 
makes these decisions with-
out your input.

I must avoid probate or 
at least minimize probate 
fees. Probate is the fee your 
estate pays to the govern-
ment for certifying your will 
and the value of your prop-
erty. Legal ways to trim pro-
bate fees can be discussed 
with an attorney.  

All trusts avoid estate tax. 
Any value of a revocable 
trust exceeding $5 million in 
2011 is subject to estate tax. 
Property in an irrevocable 
trust is generally not subject 
to estate tax since this type 
of trust cannot be modified.

Life insurance proceeds 
are exempt from estate 
taxes. It depends. Generally 
such proceeds pass directly 
to the named beneficiary – 
as long as the estate is not 
named the beneficiary. But 
the value of life insurance 
proceeds usually is included 
in the federal taxable estate 
and may be subject to es-
tate taxes. If a life insurance 
policy is owned by an irre-
vocable trust or by someone 
other than the decedent, it 
will not be taxed as part of an 
estate.

I will automatically inherit 
all of my spouse’s prop-
erty when he or she dies. 
The law varies from state 
to state. If you die without 
a will, state law determines 
how your assets are distrib-
uted. Possible heirs include 
spouse, children, parents, 
and siblings and, perhaps, 
their heirs.

My kids can sort it out 
when I’m gone. Unless you 
want to punish your chil-
dren, don’t lay that burden 
on them. As long as a parent 
is around, potential conflicts 
may be kept under wraps.  
After the parent’s death: a 
potential war.

If I go to a nursing home, 
the state will take all of 
my money. There are many 
ways to plan for payment 
of long term care expenses. 
Sit down with your financial 
planner, tax professional, and 
attorney to discuss strategies 
and make decisions.

The above information is in-
tended for educational pur-
poses only and is not to be 
taken as legal advice. Always 
consult with an estate plan-
ning attorney and tax profes-
sional for advice specific to 
your situation.

Guest Columnist: 
Kathy Prochaska-Cue, 
Ph.D., A.F.C.
Extension Family Econ-
omist with the Child, 
Youth & Family Studies 
Department of UNL

Home Ownership Still 
Makes Sense
If you bought a house in the early 1980s, 
you likely can’t believe how low home 
loan rates are today. Federal Reserve 
records indicate the 30-year fixed rate was 
an astonishing 18.45% in October of 1981.  
Those double-digit interest rates made 
home loans extremely expensive, and 
risky, 30 years ago.

The picture today is radically different, 
with home loan rates hovering around 
5%—where they 
have been for many 
months. And, in 
another plus for 
house hunters, there 
are many houses for 
sale—meaning it is a 
buyer’s market. 

However, due to 
the weak economy, 
some analysts have 
gone so far as to 
pooh-pooh the de-
sirability of owning a home. They suggest 
that, since houses are not appreciating 
as they were four or five years ago, the 
investment is no longer prudent. 

That’s a short-sighted viewpoint. Here are 
seven very sound reasons to buy a house:

1) Homes are affordable. Prices have come 
down about 30% from their peak, ac-
cording to Standard & Poor’s Case-Shiller 
Index, which tracks home prices in 20 
big cities. Values have come down about 
20% in some areas and as much as 50% in 
hard-hit communities. 

2) Home inventory is high. This means you 
can buy more house now than you could 
have at the peak of the housing market 
a few years ago. You have considerable 
leverage to negotiate the price of a house.

3) Home loan rates are very low. Again, 
this makes it possible to buy more house. 

4) You still qualify for a tax break on inter-
est payments. While this benefit alone 
isn’t a reason to buy a house, it does 
sweeten the deal if you itemize deduc-
tions.



NUFCU Spring Events Calendar

Free Educational Seminar Other Events

Home Buying Seminar

If you are thinking of purchasing a home in 
the next few years, come to our free home 
buying seminar. We’ll teach you how to 
prepare your finances and your budget 
before you start shopping. 

Choose from two sessions:

Wednesday, May 4, 2011 
12 - 1 p.m. City Campus Union

Thursday, May 5, 2011 
12 - 1 p.m. East Campus Union 

Holiday Closings

Memorial Day
Monday, May 30 - NUFCU Closed

Independence Day
Monday, July 4 - Independence Day

Voting will take place in our lobbies 
at 1630 Q Street and 301 N 52nd 
Street on the following dates:

Wednesday, April 6  8:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 7       8:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Friday, April 8            8:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 9     (1630 Q St. only)               	
		             8:30 - Noon
Monday, April 11      8:30 - 5:30 p.m.

73rd Annual Meeting - April 12

Join us from 6:00  - 8:00 p.m. for 
dinner, followed by a business 
meeting and a live performance 
from the UNL Bathtub Dogs. At the 
close of the event, we will be an-
nouncing the winners of the Board 
of Directors’ elections and giving 
out some great door prizes. Reserve 
your seat online at www.nufcu.org. 

Systems Upgrade Brings 
Positive Benefits 
If you have logged into e-Teller or called Tele-
phone Teller after March 13, you may have 
noticed some changes. We’ve converted to a 
new data processing system. The functionality 
of the two services are still largely the same. 
You can still check balances, transfer money 
and make loan payments, but you now have 
some new features and benefits. 

One of the best changes is 
that you can set up e-mail 
or text alerts to notify you 
of a number of different 
things that could be going 
on with your account. One 
of the more common uses 
for this feature is a low 
balance alert. You can set 
the system to send you a 
text or e-mail alert to let you know when your 
account balance drops below a certain point. 

We encourage you to log into the systems and 
explore the new features. If you have ques-
tions or comments about the new systems, 
please feel free to call us at 402-472-2087. 
Your feedback is appreciated and will be used 
to help enhance the system further in the 
future. 

If you use any 
card besides the 
NUFCU Visa, 
you may want to  
consider switch-
ing to save. Our 
Visa credit card 
offers free bal-
ance transfers, 
no annual fee, 
a 25-day grace 
period on pur-
chases, and one 
of the lowest 
rates available. 
For more infor-
mation about our 
Visa or for free 
balance transfer 
checks, call 402-
472-2087.

Do You  Have The 
Best Credit Card?

Money Rock$ At NUFCU

5) You’ll own it. You can design it, remodel 
it, and paint it any color you choose. You 
never have that freedom in a rental.

6) It’s forced savings. You’ll build equity, 
even if more slowly than in the past, in a 
house you own; rent money is just…well…
gone.

7) The combo of low loan rates and low 
home prices is too good to pass up. 

If you are thinking about purchasing a 
home in the next few years, come to our 
free home buying seminar. The details can 
be found in the events calendar on this 
page. 

If you’re ready to buy, call 402-472-2087 
to talk to a NUFCU loan officer. We’ll help 
you determine how much you can af-
ford and prequalify you for a mortgage. 
That way, you can start shopping for your 
dream home.

Who doesn’t love to look cool and rock 
out? Music transports us to a world where 
anything is possible. Show the youth in 
your life how their credit union can help 
make those rock-star dreams a reality.

Visit NUFCU the week of April 17-23 and 
help us celebrate National Credit Union 
Youth Week. This year’s theme, “Money 
Rock$ At My Credit Union,” shows youth 
and teens how NUFCU can help them 
meet financial goals.

Whether young members are saving up 
for a vintage guitar, a new iPod, or even 
a college degree in music, we’re ready to 
lend a hand. That’s because we care about 
youth...and their dreams.

NUFCU 
members 
18 and 
younger 
are invited 
to come to the credit union to deposit 
money into their savings accounts April 
17-23. While you’re here, sign up for our 

Money Rocks Prize Give-Away. 
We will be giving away a 
Casio keyboard and two $25 

i-Tunes gift cards. 



402.472.2087 1.800.875.5933 www.nufcu.org

1630 Q Street
PO Box 82847
Lincoln NE 68501-2847

301 N 52nd Street
PO Box 5254
Lincoln NE 68505-0254

Fax: 402-472-6814
Hours:
Lobby:
8:30-5:30 Monday-Friday
8:30-noon Saturday
(Q St. location only)
Drive up:
7:30-6:00 Monday-Friday
8:30-noon Saturday

University of Nebraska Federal Credit Union. 
All rights reserved.

Back Pack Program Food Drive A Success! 
Thanks To Our Friends at the UNL Athletic Department 

NUFCU has been doing an annual food 
drive for many years. Most years we 
struggle to fill the barrel, but this year 
we were pleasantly surprised by a huge 
donation from the employees at the 
UNL Athletic Department. 

Their Staff Recognition Committee orga-
nizes social events among their depart-
ment. As part of their January meeting, 
they decided to gather food and back-
packs and fill them up and bring them 
over to the credit union for our back 
pack drive. 

The entire 
group really 
got into this 
project and 
they brought 
over LOTS of 
backpacks 
filled with 
food. We 
would like 
to thank the 
chairperson of this committee, Jena John-
son and all of the Athletic Department staff 
who participated.  

1630 Q Street, Lincoln, NE 68588-0209


